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Brackett Memorial United Methodist Church
We are a Welcoming, Inclusive, Reconciling and Non-Conforming Congregation
9 Church Ave; 207-766-5013;brackettmumc@gmail.com;www.brackettmumc.org
Rev. Will Green, Pastor
All are welcome to join any of our worship, fellowship, or mission opportunities.
Sunday Morning Worship at 10am. Followed by food and fellowship in the church hall.
Peaks Island Food Pantry at Brackett Church, Mondays, 3:30-Spm.
Jingle BelJ Fair Saturday December 7th 9:00am-1:00pm & Peaks Island Chorale Holiday Concert
Sunday December 8th 2-3:00 and 6-7:00pm The Jingle Bell Fair at Brackett Church, Saturday, Dec. 7,
9am-l pm and Sunday, Dec. 8, 2-3 pm, 6-7pm, and during Holiday Concert intennissions. As always
treasures will abound, another amazing silent auction, jewelry, boutique fashions, baked goods, hand knit
items, delicious soups and breads to eat in or take home served between 11-1. Santa Claus (the real one) will
stop by (so bring your kids and cameras).
Blue Christmas Service, Wednesday December 18th, 7:00pm - This quiet and reflective service is especially
for people who have a hard time during the holidays because of loss or loneliness. If you are feeling down
during this time of year and feel the need to reflect on the season without the pressure to appear j oyful, this
service is for you.
Christmas Eve Service, Tuesday December 24th, 7:00pm. Featuring special music by the Brackett Memorial
Christmas Festival Chorus and Brackett Memorial Children's Choir. The entire world is welcome to join us
as we celebrate Christmas Eve.

Our mission is to provide transportation for Peaks Islanders who are receiving
chemotherapy, radiation, or medical treatments for life-limiting diseases.
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Loretta Voyer Fund Holiday Arts and Craft Fair
at JONES LANDING
Saturday, December 7th, 10am - 3pm

Please join us at the Loretta Voyer Fund Holiday cralt fair to find hundreds of handmade
gifts and lots of wonderful raffle prizes. Supp ort the Loretta Voyer Fund AND local
artisans by doing your holiday shopping locally. Many thanks to Robin Clark at Jones
Landing for providing us with a large, beautiful space - which means more artists and
craftsmen and more money raised for the Loretta Voyer Fund. This year's fair has over 25
artisans!
The craft fair is our annual fundraiser, but donations are accepted any t ime. Please send
donations to The Loretta Voyer Fund, c/o Melissa Conrad, 152 Brackett Avenue, Peaks
Island, ME 04108. For more information about the Loretta Voyer Fund, please contact
Melissa Conrad, 766-9736 or mconrad@backshore.net.
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Taxi News
call (207) 518-0000 for service

The Taxi Board salutes Michele Alves for her many, many years of dedicated managing of the
taxi books. Michele is "retiring" this month and was meticulous and ever patient with those of
us on the board who couldn't find their way around an income statement. Many thanks Michele.
We w ill miss you far more than you us.
Jan Blake will assume the taxi bookkeeping job this month and we welcome her aboard; Jan has
managed the books for several island organizations. Her mom, Joan Blake, was a long time taxi
driver.
We also ,salute Cheryl Miner for her years of service to the Taxi Board; she too is retiring.
Finally, we would like to welcome two new members to the Taxi Board: Peter Eckel and Todd
Remage-Healey.

PEAKS ISLAND TAX AND ENERGY ASSISLTANCE
During this special season we wish you all peace, good health and happiness. The weather predictions for 20192020 are for cold weather and lots of snow. Perhaps we will have some time to enjoy small moments of silence
and beauty as we go about business. We know that winter means more difficult times for some of our friends and
neighbors. Here on Peaks we are part of a community that cares about our neighbors and friends, and no one needs
to live in a cold home. We are watchful without being invasive, and we try hard to be sure that everyone is safe
and warm.
PEAKS ISLAND TAX AND ENERGY ASSISTANCE will be able to help homeowners and renters with their
energy costs. Applications may be found on the library bulletin board and then filed with a member of the clergy.
Assistance of up to $325 will be paid to the energy provider. If you believe a neighbor needs help but is not
applying, please speak with a member of the clergy who will look into the situation and make sure that assistance
will be provided in a timely fashion. It is our intent that all help is given anonymously . If you have questions or
concerns, please call Cynthia at 766-0067.

We are truly honored that so many islanders have supported us throughout the years and constantly contribute
food, goods and services, prizes, and money to PITEA. We thank and honor you for your generosity and caring.
Last, but certainly not least thank you to our Library Staff for publishing the Island STAR all year long. Together
we are NEIGHBORS HELPING NEIGHBORS.

SENIOR NEWS
lt:s _time for our Holiday Potluck Luncheon!! On Monday , December 9 th, we will be
dining on roast turkey. Diane Reed has agreed to prepare our turkey for this luncheon
and make her special gravy. Please come join us at the Fay Garman House at 12 noon
and bring a side dish or dessert to share that will complement our turkey dinner. Also
the Seniors will receive a visit from the Children's Workshop prior to our lunch.
'
We are now offering Chair Yoga at the Fay Garman House Community Room every
Tuesday and Thursday afternoons starting at 4 pm for about an hour. Chair yoga is a
~reat way to relax from head to toe without the stress of getting out of your chair. There
1s no char~e for these yoga sessions and are open to anyone who wants a quick way to
stretch their body and relieve tensions.

PEAKS ISLAND CHILDREN'S WORKSHOP:

71 Herman Avenue: 766-2854

www.picw.om:

THE PEAKS ISLAND CHILDRE 'S WORKSHOP WILL BE CLOSED
DECEMBER 23 rd THROUGH DECEMBER 27TH FOR OUR WI TER BREAK
We would like to say a very big thank you to everyone who came and enjoyed Stone Soup with us.
Last month, our preschoolers enjoyed combining their new doctor's office and firetruck centers to
create an ambulance while in the Iff Room, the littles have been working on their fine motor skills by
playing with tape, stickers and playdough. Both classrooms have been taking advantage of the last of
the warm days by spending as much time outside as possible.
On Saturday December 71\ PICW will be participating in this year's Loretta Voyer Craft Fair. Come
visit us at Jones Landing between 10am and 3pm and pick up some yummy baked goods for you to
enjoy during the holiday season.
Don't forget: if you are doing your holiday shopping online remember to use AmazonSmile. Same
products at the same great price but a percentage of your purchase will be donated back to us. All you
have to do is go to smile.amazon.com and choose Peaks Island Children's Workshop as your charitable
organization.
PICW is accepting applications for part/full time care on our WAIT-LIST. Contact Katie at office@picw.om: for
applications. The Board of the PICW is always open to suggestions and communication from the community. Please
contact us through Board Chair, Jennifer Eckel, at jgeckel l@gmail.com.

The Fifth Maine Museum
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H istory. Legacy. C ommunity.

www.fifthmainemuseum.org, 207-766-3330

THANK YOU FOR A WONDERFUL 2019 SEASON!
MEMBERSHIP MATTERS. Our members know how much fun it is to belong to the Fifth
Maine Museum. We are already planning our calendar for 2020- including some
members-only events that will give you a unique look at the museum's collection!

Give a Fifth Maine Museum membership for a gift! You can fi nd our membership form on our website (under t he
SUPPORT tab) or call Susan Hanley, 207-332-2443 (susan.hanley123@gmail.com) for more information.

Stay connected - follow us on Facebook or sign up for our bi-annual e-newsletter (under the
SUPPORT tab of our website). Stay tun ed for 2020 --- there is lots more fun to come!!

Peaks Island Community Foo d Pantry
The Peaks Island Community Food Pantry is located in the Brackett Memorial Church
and is open on Mondays at 3:30--Spm. Our mission is to provide food assistance to
our island neighbors in need, supported by many different individuals and
organizations from Peaks Island .

We have been blessed with support during November and want to extend our heartfelt thanks to:
Hannigan's Market-for hosting our SIXTH annual "Buy two, Give one" food drive during November.
The INN - for donating 10% of food and beverage sales from our fund raiser night
The Lions Club - for your generous grant to sustain the Food Pantry's senior outreach program
The Ladies' Auxiliary of the American Legion - for creating a "Buy a Leaf" fund raiser during the entire month of November
Island Churches -for organizing the Community Thanksgiving Dinner and contributing donations at the door
AND MOST ESPECIALLY to the Peaks Island community for your continued, generous support of the Peaks Island Food
Pantrv and all of our November fund ra isers. We could not do it without vou ! Thank vou all!!

DEADLINE FOR NEXT MONTH'S STAR is Wednesday, December 25. Bring articles copy ready
to the Library. When the Library is closed, you may put them in the book return in the hallway or slip
them under the Library door.

FRIENDS OF TEIA
The Friends ofTEIA's 2018 appeal for your financial support has begun and continues
through December. The Friends of TEIA provides all year-round Peaks Island children
with the opportunity to participate in the summ er programs offered at TEIA with no cost
to the families. Last summer 45 children received camperships in the tennis, sailing,
kid's camp, and pre-teen programs. Drop by any summer day to see all the enthusiasm
coming from all the children as they learn new skills and make friends from afar.
We encourage you to think about Friends of TEIA and what it offers your children and
your neighbors' children and support our efforts as you can. Your tax-deductible
contribution may be sent to FRIENDS OF TEIA, P.O. Box 87, Peaks Island, ME 04108.
For more information, contact Stephanie at sealiehts99(a),aol.com.
Thanks in advance for helping to make special summer memories and learning
opportunities for our island children.

PEAKS ISLAND FUND
The Peaks Island Fund is kicking off its annual appeal to support island nonprofits through grants from the Fund , which awarded over $44,000 in grants in
2019 and has awarded over $570,000 to date to hard-working non-profits all
across the island - all thanks entirely to donations by islanders like you. To
support the continued efforts of the fund , your tax-deductible donation can be
sent to: 245 Main Street, Ellsworth, ME 04605. Annual reports will be
available mid-December, in the lobby of the Library/Community Room or by
contacting Kathryn Moxhay (kathryn.moxhay@gmail.com) THANK YOU !

December Saturday Night Movies
Free in the Community Room
5:30
7 The Grinch 92 min 2018 (PG)
14 Miracle on 34th Street 114 min 1994 (PG)
21 No Movie
28 Home Alone 105 min 1990 (PG)

7:30
7 Romeo & Juliet 129 min 2006 (PG13)
14 The Quarrel 90 min 2000 (NR)
21 No Movie
28 Joyeux Noel 116 min 2005 (PG13)

This film series is sponsored by Friends of the Peaks Island Library. If you are interested in
becoming a volunteer project ionist, stop by th e Library for more information!
Pick up a flyer in the library to find out m ore informat ion abo ut these films!

American Legion Post 142
Our Post building has significant Peaks Island history
serving our community. John(Feeney)Ford, the famous film
director, retired U.S. Navy Rear Admiral and permanent Post
Commander, donated money to the Post in 1938 so that it could
purchase the Welch Street property and make the necessary
modifications to serve our Island.
However, now it's time for more support. After many years,
our building needs structural repairs starting with a new
roof. $22,000 is the target to cover the cost. So, we are
asking the Peaks Island community for help.
Kicking off our fundraising, Home Depot has again stepped
up and generously offered a new snowblower for us to raffle.
Details and tickets will be mailed to Islanders early this month
and also will be available in the Legion.
The drawing will be at the Legion at 7 PM on January 2,
2020. The snowblower will be on display inside "The New Legion"
so please drop by to see it. Better still, fill out the tickets
and take a chance. Who knows, with the snow forecast for this
winter you may just win a brand new snowblower!
Beginning December 1 from 4 to 6 PM, Sunday music jamming
will be returning to the Legion. Bring a friend and a song!
Also, football is on the big screens each Sunday. Trivia
begins at 6 PM on Thursdays.

ALL are welcome!

Peaks Island
Cancer Community Group
Ann Marie O'Rourke and Barbara Hoppin invite anyone dealing with
cancer in any way to attend a holiday support meeting on Thursday,
December 12th at the St. Christopher Parish House at 7pm.
Holiday refreshments will be served and all are invited to bring a
reading or thoughts about dealing with cancer for yourself or someone
you love. For more info you can call Ann Marie at 207 615-5825 or
Barbara at 207 766-2593.
Hope to see you there!

December at the Peaks Island Branch Library
129 Island Avenue 766-5540 email: peaks@portlandpubliclibrary.org
Hours Open: Tues 2-8 Wed 10-4 Fri 10-2 Sat 8-12
Portland Public Library's #BookFaceFriday collection is now available in a 2020 Calendar! The
calendar highlights the breadth and variety of books found in our library by promoting the artistry of the
books' covers and creatively commenting on their contents. Proceeds from the sale of this calendar help
fund PPL's collections and programs. Calendars are available for $12 (cash or check) and can be
viewed and purchased at our Branch.
First Tuesdays Book Discussion: We'll be meeting on December 3 and discussing Mink River by
Brian Doyle. The meeting is at 7pm, in the Community Room. Everyone is welcome. For the meeting
on January 7, the book is The Stranger in the Woods: the extraordinary story of the last true hermit
by Michael Finkel. If you need a copy of the book, call or come into the library.
Children & their families are invited to join us in the Peaks Island Community Room on Saturday,
December 7 from 10:30-11:30 to make their own gift wrap for the holidays! We'll be sponge printing,
using an assortment of fun holiday shapes and tempera paints to create our own sheets of wrapping
paper. Although our tempera paint is washable, participants should wear clothing they don't mind
getting a little messy.
The Peaks Knitting Group continues in the library on December 10th. It meets the 2 nd Tuesday of
every month from 6:30-7:30. Bring your current project and join other knitters for conversation and
inspiration! All are welcome, as are all skill levels.
Technology Tutoring continues December 11th and is available the 2 nd Wednesday morning of each
month. Tutoring sessions are for all levels of computer users for 30 minutes of free computer assistance.
Advance registration is required.
On Wednesday, December 11, from 7-8:00 pm join Buck Benedict and Joy Mills for Continuing the
Conversation ... about Dying and Death. Death is a fact of life that most of us are reluctant to talk
about. But if we create a safe space, we can share experiences, learn from one another, and be better
prepared for a loved one's dying ... and our own. Buck & Joy will be facilitating a monthly discussion
on the 2 nd Wednesday of each month in the Community Room.
Story Times:
Rhythm & Rhymes for babies & toddlers - Wednesdays, December 4, 11, & 18 at 10:15
Pre-School Story Time geared for 3-5 year olds - Fridays, December 6, 13, 20 & 27 atl0:15

Please note that the Branch will be closed for these holiday dates:
Tuesday, December 24; Wednesday, December 25; Tuesday, December 31 and
Wednesday, January 1, 2020

DECEMBER 2019 at the PEAKS ISLAND COMMUNITY CENTER
Citv of Portland Parks. Recreation and Facilities
Portland Parks & Recreation Programs are for Peaks Island and Portland residents and are h eld
in the Peaks Island Community Center. The Peaks Community Center is available for a variety of events,
functions and educational programs. For more information on progr ams, events and to schedule use of
the Peaks Island Community Center, please contact Diane Ricciotti, Recreation Programmer at 766-2970
or dianer@portlandmaine.gov

Annual Peaks Island Tree Lighting
Dec, 7 - 4:00-5:00 p.m. Peaks Turn Around
Please join us in ringing in the 2019 Holidays !!!
We will sing carols, decorate the "living tree" and
welcome Santa Claus as he arrives with the help of
the Portland Police and Fire Departments. Hot
chocolate and cookies ¼ill be served following the
Annual Tree Lighting compliments of the Peaks Cafe.
This year the Cafe is accepting donations to support
Wreaths Across America. Join us in sponsoring a
veterans' wreath. Open to All!!!
Low Impact Aerobics With ·w eights
Every Mon. & Thurs. 9:30-10:30 a.m.
This class does a wide range of exercises to build
strength and stamina with the availability of using
hand-held weights. It is a fun-filled hour of aerobics
that will make you smile and laugh. All are welcome.

Weeklv Thurs d av Knit. Chat & Etc.
Thursdays 10:45-11:45 a.m. Join us for our
weekly Knit & Chat, Paint & Etc. Group. Feel free to
bring your favorite pr oject, easel & writing. All the
items we knit are donated to non-profits. All ages are
welcome. Open to All!!! FREE !
1

ot Your Kid's Games with Karen

Dec. 3 - 1:00-2:30 p.m.
You may think board games and card games have
vanished like the dinosaurs, but not so! These tried
and true pastimes are making a come back. Join
PorUancl Recrealion's Karen Seymour. Recrealion
Super visor on the 1st Tuesday of every month during
Peaks Island's mrn Game Aflernoon for adults. Mark
your calendars to chase those winter blues away ,dth
fun games and certainly lots of laughs. 'Ne "'ill put on
a pot of coffee and make some tea. FREE to All!

FREE!
Strcng-t:h Training For Women
Every Tues. & Friday 7:15-8:15 a.m.
Each session starts with a 10-minute stretch and
aerobic warm-up and moves into a full range of
exercises and stretches with the use of weights.
Exercises are guided with attendees in chairs or
standing. Fee: $60.00 or $5.00 drop in fee per class.
Adult Strength Training
Every Tues. & Friday 8:30-9:30 a.m.
Come join us in the Adult Strength Training Class
with instructor Devon Kraft. Each class slarts with
aerobic warm-ups moving into stretches and
exercises. Exercises are guided with attendees
standing or in chairs and the use of hand-held
weights. Fee: $60.00 or $5.00 drop in fee per class.

How to Rent and Reserve a Parks & Recreation
Facilitv including a Communitv Center & How
to View a Communitv Center Monthlv Calendar:
1.
Go the Parks/Rec Online Version:
https://register.capturepoint.com/Poi-tlandCi
tyof Portland Parks and
Recreation- Community Pass Catalog
2. Click on to the following drop do"vns:
• Facilities
• Calendar (to see monthly events)
• Peaks Island Community
Center/Peaks Island Community
• Reserve Now
• Create A Community Pass Account
Or You Can contact Diane Ricciotti directly to rent &
reserve by requesting a copy of Portland Parks & Rec
·communitv Center Rental Application Form at
clianer.ci,porllanclmaine.gov Reservation will be
confirmed via email once processed and approved.

